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Different	  audiences	  require	  different	  tac/cs:	  

Biology	  116	  –	  Natural	  History	  
	  Non-‐majors	  class;	  func/ons	  as	  op/on	  for	  science	  ‘credit’	  

	  
	  Surveys	  at	  the	  beginning	  and	  end	  of	  the	  semester	  

Biology	  197	  –	  Principles	  of	  Modern	  Biology	  II	  
	  Biology	  majors	  class;	  mostly	  pre-‐meds	  



Do	  you	  know	  what	  is	  in	  a	  natural	  history	  collec/on	  or	  museum?	  

“Many	  different	  things	  such	  
as	  ancient	  fossils,	  animals	  
and	  sponges	  and	  	  from	  
millions	  of	  years	  ago.”	  

“Important	  things,	  could	  
be	  for	  example	  dinosaur	  
fossils.	  	  Or	  maybe	  
collec/ons	  from	  the	  
/tanic,	  etc.”	  





Museum	  visita/on	  by	  17	  Natural	  History	  students	  (non-‐science	  majors)	  



“I	  personally	  think	  they're	  important	  for	  every	  level	  of	  educa/on,	  because	  
they	  raise	  awareness	  and	  concern	  (as	  well	  as	  general	  knowledge)	  about	  the	  
planet	  we	  live	  on	  and	  just	  how	  amazing	  it	  is.	  	  Natural	  History	  is	  vastly	  
unappreciated	  by	  the	  majority	  of	  people.”	  

In	  what	  ways	  do	  you	  think	  natural	  history	  collec/ons	  are	  
(or	  could	  be)	  important	  to	  undergraduate	  educa/on?	  

“The	  importance	  of	  the	  world	  around	  us	  is	  essen/al	  for	  our	  survival	  on	  
Earth.	  	  I	  do	  not	  know	  what	  else	  could	  be	  more	  important.”	  





Module	  completed	  by	  2	  different	  classes:	  
	  
Non-‐science	  majors	  (Natural	  History)	  
	  
Biology	  majors	  (Principles	  Modern	  Biol.	  II)	  



















Survey	  Says…	  



Survey	  Says…	  



Survey	  Says…	  











•  “The	  databases	  were	  incredibly	  glitchy	  and	  got	  confusing	  very	  
quickly	  to	  many	  if	  they	  didn't	  know	  how	  to	  clear	  their	  browser	  
cache	  a]er	  each	  individual	  search”	  	  	  

•  “Very	  inconvenient	  unless	  using	  Firefox,	  and	  that	  kind	  of	  
specific	  browser	  exclusion	  proved	  frustra/ng”	  	  	  

•  “The	  data	  itself	  (once	  accessible	  through	  much	  struggle)	  was	  
interes/ng	  and	  informa/ve”	  

Do	  you	  have	  any	  addi/onal	  comments	  on	  using	  on-‐line	  
natural	  history	  databases?	  



Undergraduate	  students	  
without	  access	  to	  natural	  
history	  collec/ons	  need	  a	  
‘helping	  hand’	  to	  get	  
started.	  	  	  
	  
If	  they	  are	  provided	  
sufficient	  assistance,	  they	  
benefit	  greatly	  from	  the	  
exposure	  to	  these	  
resources.	  
	  
Op/onal	  does	  not	  occur	  –	  
make	  them	  DO	  something!	  


